
St. Giles’ Presbytery, 
18, Charles Street,                                                                   

Cheadle,  
Stoke-on-Trent,  

ST10 1ED. 
Telephone: 01538 753130 

kemballeric@gmail.com 

Masses and Confessions 
 

Dear Friends, 

 

From Saturday July 4th, we are able to celebrate Public Masses in Church again. 

 

Public Masses can only be celebrated if we follow strict guidelines and regulations.  This is to help keep everyone safe. 

 

1) Obligation to attend Mass on Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation.  There is no obligation to attend Mass.  We are 

strongly encouraged to attend Mass if we are confident that we can do so safely. 

 

2) Face covering  We are keeping the one metre plus rule for Social Distancing in Church.  Therefore everyone who can 

must wear a face covering.  Those who can’t wear a face covering should keep at least 2 metres distance. 

 

3) Capacity in Church  To maintain Social Distancing, half the pews are taped off and cannot be used.  Only people from 

 the same household should sit together on the same pew.  As there is no Sunday Obligation, people are                            

 encouraged to think of coming to Mass on weekdays  instead. 

 

4) Familiar elements of the Mass, which aren’t currently possible  There will be no Altar Servers. The Scripture readings 

 will be done by the Priest. There will be no congregational singing.  There will be no sharing of the Peace or Offertory 

 Procession. Sadly we cannot safely have Children’s Liturgy but there will be children’s colouring sheets and small  

 boxes of colouring pencils to use and then take back home after Mass. 

 

5) Receiving Holy Communion  We receive the host—the Body of Christ  on the hand.  Only the Priest receives the               

Precious Blood from the Chalice.  When you come to receive Holy Communion or an individual blessing, please follow 

all directions given by the Priest and Stewards and do your best to maintain Social Distancing.                                    

Before Holy Communion the Priest will say “The Body of Christ” and all say: “Amen”.  The Priest will sanitise his 

hands and put on a mask before giving Holy Communion and blessings silently. 

 

6) At the end of Mass, we are asked to leave Church as soon as we have finished prayer and in a manner that maintains 

social distancing. 

 

7) Stewards  Guidelines have changed, so volunteer Stewards can now include people from the over 70 age group, if  

 they think they can do so safely.  Stewards assist in making sure people are safely seated and in directing         

 people coming for Holy Communion.  After Mass stewards assist in wiping down pews and mopping the floor.  Ideally 

 we need two Stewards at each weekday Mass and four for each of the Saturday Vigil and Sunday Masses at 

 Cheadle.  Could existing Stewards and anyone else who is willing to be a Steward for Mass, please let me know which 

 Masses they would be able to steward?  Thank you. 

 Please turn over the page for more information 

mailto:kemballeric@gmail.com


 

8) Mass Times (Beginning Sat 4th July)                                                                                                                  

 Saturdays Vigil Masses:  St Giles’, Cheadle 3.00pm and 6.00pm                                                                                    

 Sundays St Giles’, Cheadle 10.30 am & 3.00pm  St Thomas’, Tean 5.30 pm. 

 Mondays 9.15am, St Giles’ & 6.30pm St Giles’, Tuesdays 9.15am, St Giles’;  

 Wednesdays 9.15 am. St Thomas’, Tean. 

 Thursday 9.15am, St Giles’ & 6.30pm, St Giles’; Friday 9.15am, St Giles’ 

10) Confessions 

 St Giles’ will be open for Private Prayer and Fr Eric will be available to hear Confessions, Fridays 5.30pm-6.30pm. 

 Confessions will be in the Lady Chapel. 

 Fr Eric will be available to hear Confessions at St Thomas’ after Sunday 5.30 pm Mass. 

 

A few reflections on these arrangements 

• I have devised this schedule for Masses quickly and it is a completely new situation, so I will monitor how this provision 

works and we may well have to alter the schedule in the light of experience.  Helpful suggestions are most welcome. 

• I’m sure some people will be disappointed that there aren’t more Masses at Tean.  With the social distancing                   

requirements, only a very small number of people can attend Mass at Tean; 12 pews are available—only one household 

per pew.  More people can attend Masses celebrated at St Giles’. I would urge people from Tean with suitable transport 

to come to Mass at Cheadle.  There will be provision to give collections for Tean at Cheadle. 

• As there is no Sunday obligation, please consider coming to a weekday Mass. 

• At any Mass, if the Church is full, no-one else can come in.  I hope this doesn’t happen.  But we have to accept that this 

is a possibility.  It’s about keeping one another safe and fulfilling the required conditions to open.  If we don’t limit                  

numbers, we are not allowed to open for Public Masses. 

• We are not permitted to allow people to enter Church for Mass without a face covering (mask, scarf etc.) unless you can-

not wear a face covering.  It people forget, we will try to provide a suitable mask. 

• Please consider being a steward/cleaner.  The main job is to be available 15 minutes before Mass to help Fr Eric seat 

people appropriately and to stay behind after Mass to help wipe the pews and/or mop the floor.  If you can help, please 

let me know (preferably by e-mail) at which Mass/Masses you would be able to be a steward. 

 

News letters and Mass sheets will be available at Mass. 

 

If you are unable to attend Mass yet and would like a Newsletter and Mass sheet through the post, please fill in the form below 

and return it to me.  Thank  you.  God bless you all. 

 

Fr Eric. 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

 

Name:………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

Address: ………………………………………………………………………………. 

       

      ………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

I am unable to come to Mass at present and would like to receive a Newsletter and Mass sheet through the post. 

 

 


